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l

Ski Meribel (£319)

DEPARTING December 22,
Directski.com has a week’s
Christmas ski holiday staying in the three-star Residence Cybele apartments in
the top French ski resort for
£319 per person, based on
two sharing, including flights
from Manchester and transfers. Visit www.directski.com
l

Wine cruise (£489)

THOMAS Cook has a
12-night Wine cruise from
£489 per person with Celebrity Cruises on Celebrity
Constellation from Southampton to Le Havre (Paris,
overnight), Bordeaux, Bilbao,
Porto and Southampton.
Price based on an inside
stateroom – departing
November 18. 0800 916 6070,
www.cruisethomascook.com
or visit the nearest Thomas
Cook or Going Places
l

Orlando (£579)

SEVEN nights in Orlando
with Travel City Direct,
including scheduled flights
with Virgin Atlantic from
Manchester direct to Orlando, accommodation at
the three-star Baymont Inn
& Suites, bed and breakfast,
with transfers. Price per
person based on two adults
and two children sharing a
standard room, and include
taxes and fuel surcharges
(subject to change). Depart
November 21.
l

Algarve (£132)

DIRECTLINE Holidays (www.
directline-holidays.co.uk /
0800 408 6324) has seven
nights at the three-star
Clube Praia da Oura, selfcatering, from Manchester,
November 25. Overlooks the
beach of Praia da Ouras, a

HOLIDAY

IDEAS
short distance from Albufeira. Open-plan studios and
one-bed apartments, with
sofa bed in the lounge. Studios with satellite TV, bathroom, telephone, kitchenette
and balcony or terrace.
l

Tobago (£575)

SEVEN nights in Tobago with
Virgin Holidays, including
scheduled flights with Virgin
Atlantic from Gatwick direct
to Tobago, accommodation
at the 3V Turtle Beach by
Rex Resort, room only, with
transfers. Prices are per
person based on two adults
sharing a standard room and
include taxes and fuel surcharges (subject to change).
Departures November 15.
l

Corfu (£260)

LATEDEALS.co.uk (www.
latedeals.co.uk) has a sevennight self-catering holiday
at the Roda Oasis in Corfu
for £260 per person, saving
49%. Fly from East Midlands
on October 19. See www.
latedeals.co.uk
l

Cornwall (£138)

VISIT Cornwall’s Eden
Project. Half-term Hallowe’en
celebrations include a Little
Monsters’ Ball. Stay nearby
at the contemporary Buny
Whey (sleeps four), on Cornwall’s south coast. Arriving
October 26, a week’s stay
is £138pp (£552 total). Call
Classic Cottages on 01326
555 555 (www.classic.co.uk)
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A summer holiday from days gone by...
Spectacular beaches, fabulous food and wall-to-wall
sunshine. But this isn’t the
Caribbean, it’s much closer
to home, as Rob Hollingworth discovered
DESTINATION Dersingham.
The name is hardly exotic
and it doesn’t spring to mind
as a must-visit location, but
this Norfolk village provided
the first base for a family holiday which now ranks among
the best.
Dersingham is perfectly positioned to provide easy access
to all that Norfolk has to offer
– and that is a great deal, as we
were delighted to discover.
After settling in at Avocet
Cottage, a lovely three-bedroom home with a fabulous
kitchen and generous garden,
we decided to head for the
seaside.
There are plenty of resorts
to choose from and after a
debate it was decided that
Hunstanton looked most appealing.
It was an inspired choice.
Known locally as Sunny
Hunny, it lived up to its name
as the sun shone all day long.
The beach is a cracker, starting as shale but giving way to
golden sand at the sea’s edge.
It’s perfect for sandcastles
and paddling. Follow that
with fish and chips and it felt
like time had stood still as my
childhood holiday memories
were brought back to life.
Watching the sun set over
the sea it felt like we must be
dreaming.
But things just kept getting
better. Avocet Cottage proved
the perfect place to relax after
an excursion and we were
ready for more the next day.
Having done the bucket
and spade thing, we opted for
something more regal – a day
on the Sandringham estate.
Lunch at the cafe proved a
trifle expensive, but a tour of
the estate provided a pleasant
ramble and the church used by
the Queen appealed to those
still on a Jubilee high.
So what next? How about a
culinary treat? A fish restaurant called Cookies Crab
Shack at Holt had been recommended to us and what a find
it proved to be.
You will need Sat Nav to find

Avocet Cottage:
Perfect place to relax

A WEEK IN

DERSINGHAM

TRAVELFACTS
l A SEVEN-night stay

at Avocet Cottage
starts from £329.
l Further details can
be found at www.norfolkcottages.co.uk,
or by calling Norfolk
Country Cottages on
01603 715779.

it, but this ramshackle restaurant in the middle of nowhere
provides top class seafood at
a bargain price. Our platter of
lobster, crab, prawns, mackerel and a splendid salad for five
cost just £40. That was with ice
cream for the children and soft
drinks all round.
It would have been more
than £100 anywhere else and
they would really have had to
go some to be as spectacularly
good. What a restaurant.

Norfolk is prime farmland
so it was easy for the two
horseriders in our party to
find somewhere for a hack
while the rest of us headed to
King’s Lynn jail. Not that we’d
committed a crime, it’s just
young children are endlessly
fascinated by what was thrown
at the poor unfortunates who
ended up in the stocks.
And the jail has a stocks
which recreates the scene
vividly.
Our two youngest children
were there for hours.
After each adventure, it
was such a delight to return to
Avocet Cottage. It has a huge
dining table which allowed
our family of five to gather
together, eat and plot the next
day while reflecting on what a
good time we were having.
And the garden was a great
playground at the end of the
day, where our four-year-old
perfected his cycling skills
while the girls endlessly
chased each other on scooters.
Our final day at Dersingham
was spent at Snettisham Park,
a 329-acre working farm which
offers a wonderful 45-minute
deer safari where you meet the
red deer herd.
They are well versed in tourists and know that each new
tractor load will bring more
easy pickings. But they are
magnificent and deserve every
handful, so why not?
Our time at the cottage had
drawn to a close. It had been
the perfect retreat in a peaceful setting, but we were off to
Great Yarmouth next for a
very different type of holiday
home – a static caravan...

Avocet Cottage: The sitting area and kitchen at our three-bedroom Dersingham holiday retreat

It’s great in Great Yarmouth: Main picture and left, the excellent indoor waterworld at Vauxhall Holiday Park and, round the outside, family fun and games in BeWILDerwood Adventure Park, Hoveton, Norfolk

...and you can go flat out for fun when the sun shines
AS we rolled up at the Vauxhall Caravan Park, it became
clear we weren’t the only people on holiday in Norfolk.
This a popular destination
and it’s easy to see why. Our
caravan had enough space for
the five of us and we cooked
every night without bumping
into each other too often.
The indoor and outdoor
pools are excellent and you
can hire bikes to take advantage of the flat surroundings.
There’s entertainment every
night and it is a safe environment for the family to enjoy.
It’s also within easy reach of
cracking destinations.
Day one was spent at
Gorleston, which had been
recommended to us by a local.

ROB HOLLINGWORTH
Travel Writer
Good call it was too because
the beach was beautiful, with
miles of golden sand and
hardly anyone there.
This well-kept secret also
has a paddling pool on the seafront which proved good fun.
It’s another echo of yesteryear but Norfolk benefits
hugely from these.
Our next port of call was
Pettitts Animal Adventure
Park in Reedham. There are
rides galore for young children, exotic and domestic animals and birds to see as well
as animals to feed and pet.
In other words, it has a bit

of everything. Pettitts is a full
day of entertainment which
is sure to tire out the children
and keep them happy.
You would have thought
this would be a tough act to
follow but BeWILDerwood at
Hoveton managed it in style.
It’s a forest adventure park
based on a children’s book by
Norfolk author Tom Blofeld.
But don’t worry if you’ve
never heard of him. Just enjoy
the treehouses, zip wires, jungle bridges, boat trips, marsh
walks and den building.
It’s a beautiful setting and
is easily a full day’s entertainment. If you can’t wait, the
attraction runs a half term
event this month as ‘Snagglefang’s Spooky Spectacular’

takes place from October 27 to
November 4, giving visitors
an ideal chance to explore the
charming 50-acre woodland
setting.
There was still loads to
do, but we were running
out of time so we opted for
Great Yarmouth as our final
day’s entertainment. It offers
another traditional seaside
day, but its Pleasure Beach
probably gave our eight-yearold the best rollercoaster ride
she’s yet experienced.
What a fortnight this had
been. Not a single day’s rain
and everywhere we visited we
enjoyed.
It might not be the Caribbean, but it gave us a fabulous
holiday and we will be back.

A WEEK AT VAUXHALL HOLIDAY PARK, NORFOLK
l PRICES for a week’s

stay at the Vauxhall Holiday Park, Great Yarmouth,
start at £270, staying in the
‘Kingfisher’ which sleeps
three, while a short break,
three or four nights, is
available from £149.
l For more information
telephone: 01493 857231or
visit www.vauxhall-holiday-park.co.uk where a
copy of the brochure can
be downloaded.
l This month, the park has

a half term line-up of livebands, singers, comedians
and cabaret artists – including comedian Bobby
Davro.
l Prices for a five-night
break, October 26-31, start
at £280, staying in a Sandpiper which sleeps four.
There is a choice of October half term breaks – five
nights from October 26-31
or October 31-November 5,
or a 10-night break October 26-November 5.

